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.7",07)@((4((/4&2)“Holy Cow” >41/)G48-,2)HIHHJHK
In 2021, members of the South Presbyterian Church community participated in a Church Assessment survey.  
The results were compiled into a report that was interpreted by Hudson River Presbytery consultant, Michele 
Snyder, that fall.  The top priorities the congregation identified as needs to address during our transitional 
time were as follows: 

• Develop and implement a comprehensive strategy to reach new people and incorporate them into the
life of the church.

• Develop the spiritual generosity of the people to financially support the ministry of the church.
• Make necessary changes to attract families with children and youth to our church.
• Create more opportunities for people to form meaningful relationships (for example, small groups,

nurtured friendships, shared meals, etc.).

In summer 2022, we were assigned a coach by Hudson River Presbytery to lead us through a yearlong process 
to determine how we would address these goals as a congregation.  A team was formed. 

The Holy Cow Team launched its efforts in November 2022, at an extensive orientation facilitated by Coach 
Martha Spong. Since then, Coach Spong has facilitated monthly (2 hour) meetings on these dates: December 
14, 2022 and January 11, February 8, March 8, April 12, May 10, June 14, July 12, September 13, 2023. 

Remaining coaching sessions are scheduled for: 
October 11 and November 8, 2023. The final coaching session will be in December, 2023. 

In addition, Coach Spong meets individually with Margery Rossi each month. 

Some of the team’s work has been on these goals: 
• Suggest a time capsule as way to celebrate 200th Anniversary
• Meeting with Communications Committee on determining how to maximize our social media presence.
• Meeting with Buildings & Grounds and Roots & Wings Committees to improve the front exterior of

Church grounds to be more inviting and approachable.

As part of these conversations, the team extensively discussed the status of the congregation, and the need to 
prioritize energy. 

We are grateful to Hudson River Presbytery for this coaching opportunity, to Coach Spong for her insights and 
assistance, and to all of the team members who have made this year long commitment. 

Team Members: 
Cirstin Conneely Laurie Pyburn 
Robin Larkins  Margery Rossi 
Susan Lauer Andrew Smith 
Alex Navarrete  Nathalis Wamba 



 

DEACONS’ REPORT 
Over the previous year the Deacons have: 

• Organized Soup Sunday's and Coffee Hours
• Assisted with the 2022 Advent Party
• Continued to provide assistance and support to the South Church community wherever needed or

requested, e.g. the community Epiphany Party on Friday, January 6, 2023
• Coordinated 2 Breakfast Runs (July 22 & August 12, 2023)
• Provided meals, prayer and other pastoral care to members and friends of South when requested
• Began looking into the revival of the MLK Breakfast in coordination with CLUSTER, with the hope of

holding the event around MLK Day of 2024.

Respectfully submitted, 
Eric Greenberg, Chair 
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This newsletter is a volunteer appreciation post.  The only reason we’re 
able to feed more than 100 families each week is because of our 
dedicated team of around 30 lovely humans who show up week after 
week.  We’ve had very little turnover in our crew for the last couple 
years because we have become a family, working together to accomplish 
a feat each and every week. 

https://dobbsferrypantry.org/


 

From teenagers to octogenarians, our family arrives each Wednesday 
ready to haul, unpack, display, and distribute our bounty of produce, 
canned goods, shelf stable items, food donated and purchased. 

But most importantly, they take the time to learn the names of our 
neighbors in need, they greet them with smiles and hugs, ask about their 
week, their health, their families.  Our volunteers learn what kind of 
bagels a client likes and sets some aside for them.  One volunteer knew 
that one of our clients missed his home country of Iran and started 
buying dried fruits and nuts for him that remind him of home.  When we 



 

started getting an influx of refugees from Ukraine, one of our volunteers 
hung a Ukranian flag each week to show support. 

I have been told many times by our clients that our volunteers see them 
as human, not as a statistic.  Our volunteers show respect and serve our 
clients with the dignity they deserve.  After being thanked by a client, I 
overheard one volunteer say, “who knows, next week I could be in this 
line and you could be serving me.” 



 

We have also recently begun delivering food on a weekly basis to the 
asylum seekers living in Ardsley.  Our volunteers have tried to provide 
culturally appropriate foods to ease their transition.  They have 
collected clothing, grills, and baby items – all above and beyond their 
work at the food pantry. 



 

It takes a village – in our case, several villages: Dobbs Ferry, Hastings, 
Ardsley and Irvington.  

**** 

I would also like to thank the Elmwood Day Camp of Ardsley for 
collecting two vans full of shelf stable food and diapers; the Scarsdale 
Womens Club, Ardsley Methodist Church, Irvington Presbyterian Church, 
Temple Beth Shalom, Zion Episcopal Church, and Deep Roots Farm for 
their monthly support and of course, South Presbyterian Church. 

And a special thank you to the Peluso/Fader family and their friends  For 
the second year in a row, they have spent their summers purchasing and 
packing our “SOS” bags – School’s Out Supplements.  These are extra 
bags we give families with school-age children who are no longer 
receiving two free meals a day at school while school is out.  The 
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generosity of the Peluso/Fader family over the last few years to our 
pantry cannot be overstated and we are so very grateful to all of them. 
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The Donald Gallery at South Presbyterian had a full and successful 2022/2023. We continued 
on with our decades long mission to support and show local Rivertowns visual artists of 
varying media and level of experience. Part of the gallery’s mission is to try to include at least 
one artist per season that has never before had a solo art show. For the second consecutive 
year four of our six shows went to first time solo showing artists. 

Yearly Shows 

We mounted six solo shows in total, as per our usual schedule of running mid September to 
end of June. The shows in order of appearance were- 

Kathleen McCarthy Udoff 

If You Are Quiet: An Artistic Journey for Joy, Discover and Nature 
Her photographs and collages delve into the simple beauty that surrounds us in the natural 
world.  “I’m a visual artist and educator,” said Udoff. “Painting and photography have provided 
me an inner peace and allowed me to quiet myself and communicate in a new way in a digital 
age. My art is driven with a powerful force of curiosity filled with a synergy of freedom.”  

Charles Green 

For Those Who Love the Sea 
Charles Green, a self-taught artist and native of Ardsley,  exclusively paints 
seascapes. His work is largely inspired by fellow seascape artists Fred Waugh 
and Earl Daniels.   

“For me the sea is the most beautiful of subjects to paint,” said Green. “Its eternal 
restlessness, its many moods, the contrast between surf and shoreline where they meet, all 
combine for a fascinating subject to capture on canvas with endless possibilities. I like to say 
that ‘I have romanced the sea for so many years, that I know her face by heart.’” 

Green has a unique approach to his craft: “I have been a powerlifter since the 1980’s and 
have my training room and art studio together in the same room. I would often sit painting and 
then go and do a weight set and then return to the easel and paint, keeping this pace up for a 
couple of hours, which earned me the moniker ‘the painting powerlifter’ from fellow lifters.”   

Alison Cimmet 

Kaleidoscopia 
Hastings-on-Hudson actress and artist Alison Cimmet’s main focus is mixed-media painted 
collage, with vibrant colors and curious textures that invite the viewer to always look closer, 
deeper. She uses a collection of curated papers, vintage ephemera (including old sheet 
music and literature) and also prints a lot of her own papers using a gelli/acrylic printing 
process. Final touches are done with acrylics, markers and gold leaf. 

The themes that run through much of her work are resilience, renascence, and joy. 



 

Cimmet has performed in numerous television shows, 
feature films and seven Broadway productions. During 
the pandemic, when her industry was devastated, she 
tended to her soul by leaning into another love – visual 
art. 

She is constantly experimenting with new mediums, 
styles, and subject matters and hopes that her varied 
and eclectic collection will make it a fun journey for 
viewers. 

“My art explores what is both brutal and beautiful about 
being human,” said Cimmet. “Lately my heart has had to 
hold both joy and grief all at the same time, and that 
dichotomy has come through my art making. I try to 
celebrate my wholeness – the light and dark parts of 
myself – and explore what it means to be 
alive.” www.AlisonCimmet.com 

Raine Gifford 

Days Like This 
First solo show for Hastings-on-Hudson artist Raine Gifford—an offering of hopeful 
reminders that spring will return! 

The watercolor and acrylic pieces explore an evolving theme related to found moments in 
time and space. “These moments represent aspects of strength, solace, reverie, and 
reprieve,” said Gifford. “They express something of the balance between internal and external 
space; inside the self, and outside among the natural world, especially the garden. Some of 
the work is inspired directly by observed still life or prompts; some by memory as well as by 
surprises of medium and process.”  

“Raine’s work is such a delight to the senses on many levels,” said The Donald Gallery 
Curator Donna Thompson. “Her subtle use of color and mastery of watercolors, her 
connection to plants and the sacredness of nature is a gift, especially during the long, bleak 
winter months.” 

Naomi Gilbert 

Microcosm 
Works on paper inspired by nature and the energies that run throughout the 
cosmos. 

Naomi Gilbert’s work is inspired by the natural world, focusing on the patterns and particles 
that run throughout the cosmos rather than the distinct forms that make up the material world. 

The Irvington resident is a classically trained artist with a BFA in painting from Boston 
University and an MA in art and art education from Teachers College. After teaching high 
school art for 28 years, she retired in 2021 to have more time in the studio. 

“My foundation in observational drawing informs my art, as do my years of 
experience teaching refreshingly creative young people,” said Gilbert. “For the 
past several years, I’ve been interested in drawing imagined realities of the 
natural world, based on glimpses afforded me through science and technology. I 
am fascinated by the fundamental oneness of the universe. Nature repeats itself: 

http://www.alisoncimmet.com/


 

images of microscopic life resemble galaxies which resemble deep sea 
environments. Atoms flow through everything. It is these energies, and a sense of 
connectivity, that inspire me to create.” 

Anne Day 

Leaf, Petal, Line & Color 
“Leaf, Petal, Line & Color” features 22 works in 
acrylic/collage/mixed media and pastel. Each  explores Day’s 
love of plant forms and her passion for rich color.  

“Making art for me is like writing a love letter to Nature, 
especially the Plant World,” said Day. “She has given me so 
many gifts, so much beauty and joy, I have to respond with 
gratitude to Her.” Beyond being a visual artist, Day is an 
energy healing practitioner. These dual interests inform her 
work, leaving the viewer with a heightened sense of well-
being.  

Day is a former co-curator of The Donald Gallery and a long-
time member of South Church, where The Donald Gallery 
resides. “It’s a pleasure to show Anne’s art,” said Curator 
Donna Thompson. “Anne’s talent for color and shape has 
transformed South Church’s spaces many times over for 
special events. Now her art is bringing beauty and light into 
The Donald Gallery.” 

When she is not painting, Day helps clients find spiritual and emotional balance using energy 
work informed by studies at The Four Winds Society and the Great River Craniosacral 
Institute. She is a Board Member at Sacred Spirit Yoga and Healing Arts Center, in Dobbs 
Ferry, has a BFA in Textile & Ceramic Design at Virginia Commonwealth University and has 
worked in Product Development/Technical Design at Eileen Fisher. 

*All of our Donald Gallery shows are archived on the SPC website under the Worship & the 
Arts section. 

Ongoing Projects 
The Donald Gallery is finally More Light like the rest of SPC! This year the gallery is boasting 
brand new lighting fixtures. After consulting with several lighting experts, a decision was 
made to keep our existing track system and purchase new LED fixtures. Robin Larkins 
provided instrumental project management to see this job through to completion. It is truly 
wonderful to have our gallery and hallway so well lighted.  
In other wonderful news for the Donald Gallery – we have a new gallery committee member, 
Katy Gravenor. Katy recently became an SPC member and has graciously agreed to help out 
with the gallery by handling our press releases, both in-house, as well as distributing them to 
the local press agencies. Welcome aboard, Katy! 

Budget 
Currently, the Donald Gallery fund has a balance of $5,551.25. The gallery had $4,587.50 in 
2023 calendar year deposits, including the $4,000 from SPC member Ernie Howell, who 
graciously gave funding towards the new lighting project.  



 

All six artists who showed at the gallery sold work, which was extraordinary. It is so gratifying 
for an artist to sell and it helps our ongoing efforts as well. 

Operating expenses of the gallery are usually minimal and include things like tools for 
hanging shows (step stool, mounting hardware, etc.) and memberships with local arts 
organizations (such as Riverarts) to promote artists’ shows.  

The next major expenditure will most likely need to be attending to the gallery walls which are 
still in need of an upgrade. No decision has been made about how to repair the existing 
damaged holes or painting the walls.  
As noted in last years report- 
It has been many years since the space has been painted. Also there are several areas which 
have damage that is not easy to address since the under layer is very old textured wallpaper 
which is torn. The walls have been painted over numerous times so removing the wallpaper 
would be a major undertaking. 

Summary  
Looking ahead to this season there are currently five shows scheduled with one remaining 
show slot to be filled for the 2023/2024 season. 

Any church members interested in getting involved in any capacity with the gallery please 
contact Donna Thompson 914.837.4398. 

No prior gallery experience is necessary, simply an interest and appreciation of the arts. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Donna L. Thompson
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